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Objectives

At the end of this unit, you wll

Be aware of the following

ldentify

Realize

Goals of U.S. Foreign Policy in East Asia

Per specti ves whi ch hi nder understandi ng of East
Asian culture/religion

Hel pful val ues which pronote good relations with
East Asian cultures

| mportance U.S. Foreign Policy places upon bringing
China into the international conmunity of nations

Confi dence building role of U S. dialogue with ASEAN
Broad Anerican perceptions of East Asia

Madel ei ne K. Al bri ght
ASEAN

APEC

Asi a Chal | enge

MFN

Personal religious perspectives which may hanper
accurate study of East Asian cul tures

| nportance and conpl exity of engagi ng Chi na

Mul tifaceted nature of issues surfacing in U S.
dealings wth China
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Unit 7: U.S. Relations--East Asian
Cultures

“These nations [Asian-Pacific] want us present.
We bring stability and econom c prosperity to their
wor | d.

Sol diers, sailors, airnen and Marines are
wel conmed, received and respected in the region. People
of the Asia-Pacific area want to talk with Arned Forces
per sonnel because they are Anmericans and exenplify the
val ues of the United States and the United States
Mlitary. |It’s a great day to be a nenber of our Arned
Forces stationed in the Asian-Pacific theater.”

--Lt. Gen (Ret) Robert Od, former commander, U.S.
Arny Pacific Command, paraphrase of remarks 30 Jan
1997.

“Once China becones strong enough to stand al one,
it mght discard us. Alittle later it mght even turn
against us, if its perception of its interests requires
it.”

-- Henry Kissenger, Wite House Years, pp. 1090, 1091
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World Population
(Total: 5.7 billion people)

For conpari son purposes, the foll ow ng popul ation
figures, drawn from The Wrld Al nanac, 1996, p. 838,
assist. The top four countries, in terns of
popul ation, are:

China 1.2 billion

| ndi a 936 mllion
United States 263 mllion
| ndonesia 203 mllion

O her nations of interest in East Asia include:

Japan 125 mllion
Vietnam 74 mllion
Philippines 73 mllion
Thailand 60 mllion

l. United States Foreign Policy

1. East Asian Foreign Policy

As outlined in the 1997 Forrestal
Lecture, delivered by Secretary of State
Madel ei ne K. Albright to the U S. Naval
Acadeny, 15 April 1997, United States
Foreign Policy toward the East Asian
regi on includes:

Z
Z
¢

)

0
L
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“When the Cold War ended, sone Asian | eaders
feared that we Anericans would retreat from our
hi storic presence in the region..

As President Cinton has repeatedly nade clear,
and as the U S. Navy hel ps ensure, Anerica is and wll
remai n an Asi a-Pacific power.
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Qur role there is vital, fromthe stabilizing
effects of our diplomatic and mlitary presence, to the
gal vani zi ng i npact of our commercial ties, to the
transform ng influence of our ideals. And our
commtnment is solid because it is solidly based on
Anerican interests.

We have an abi di ng security interest in a regi on where
we have fought three wars in the |last half-century, and
where al nost any significant outbreak of international
vi ol ence woul d threaten our well-being or that of our
friends.

We have an abi di ng economic interest in a region
that is characterized by explosive growmh, and with
whi ch we al ready conduct nore than 40% of our trade.

We have an abi di ng political interest i n a regi on whose
cooperation we seek in responding to the new gl obal
threats of proliferation, terrorism illegal narcotics
and the degradation of our environnent.

And we have an abi di ng interest as Americans in
supporting denocracy and respect for human rights in
this, the nost popul ous region of the world.

These interests cannot be separated into discrete
boxes. They are reinforcing. The vitality of the
i nternati onal econom c systemrests upon international
political order. Political order depends, in great
measure, on mlitary security. And economc stability
reduces the |ikelihood of dangerous conflict. When
each of these pillars is strong, progress on all fronts
is possible. |If one pillar coll apses, stress on the
others is multiplied.”

220



Unit 7: U.S. Relations--East Asian Cultures

2. China Foreign Policy

The Strategic Assessnent conducted by the
Departnent of the Arnmy’s Strategic Studies Institute,
states: “Dealing with China as a rising power is the
nost conpelling of all of the many conpl ex chal | enges
facing the United States and its regional allies..

China is feeling nore powerful because of its
spect acul ar econom c grow h; sonetines it acts |like a
normal player in international affairs and sonetines it
acts like the stereotype of the Mddle Kingdom -not
wel | informed about other states and assuming that it
has a natural right to what it wants.”

U. S. Anbassador to China, the Honorable Janes R
Sasser, in an address to the Asia Society in
Washi ngton, D.C., 4 March 1997, outlined the United
States policy for engaging China. After expressing the
regi onal chall enge and prospects for economc
prosperity, territorial integrity and international
accept ance advanced by the current Chinese | eadership,
Honor abl e Sasser conti nues:

“Engaging China, as its |leaders continue this
quest, has major inplications for Anmerican policy. It
neans:

First, there is no good alternative to the
energence of a strong, stable, open and
pr osper ous Chi na.
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Second, there is no good alternative to
ensuring--as the President and Secretary of
State have said--that no single issue holds the
entire relationship captive.

Third, there is no good alternative to a
conpr ehensi ve di al ogue between our two
governnments, in bad tinmes as well as good...

Fourth, there is no good alternative to an

i ncreased nunber of exchanges at all |evels.
Exchanges of senior |eaders, in particular,

“drive” the rel ationship..

Fifth and finally, there is no good alternative
to China’ s integration into the internati onal
community. China should have a prom nent stake
in our rul es-based world. A strong case can be
made that when the governnent of China has
participated in making the rules, it wll have
a strong incentive in abiding by themas well.”

Secretary of State Madeleine K. Albright, in an
“Address to the Troops” in the Demlitarized Zone of
Korea, 22 February, 1997, fielded questions from
sol di ers.

Speci alist Leeman, from Atlanta, Ceorgia, asked,
“Wth the death of Deng Xiao Ping do you think that
will effect the relationship between the United States
and China?” Secretary Al bright’s response reasserted
the policy of engagenent towards China.
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“First of all, Deng Xiao Ping [duhng shee-ah-oh
peeng] has been out of official office for sone tinme
and a |l ot has been done in terns of the transition
al ready. W do not expect there to be a |ot of
changes.

However, we are working on evol ving a nore engaged
relationship with China. W see China as one of the
nost inportant relationships that the United States is
going to have in the 21st century and it’'s a very
conplicated rel ati onshi p.

They are, as you all know probably better than
others, a huge power sitting to the north and casting a
| arge shadow over the region and it is very inportant
to get them engaged positively. So we have a multi-
faceted, or are going to try to have a nulti-faceted,
relationship with them and nmake sure that they are
engaged in a cooperative way in terns of dealing with
i ssues of nuclear proliferation and working with us to
try to resolve the North Korean issues.

| am hopeful that we wll
have a good rel ati onshi p, not
agreeing on everything this tine
because we do not agree with them
on human rights, but a
relationship that will allow us
to engage them positively in the
i nternational community.”

During her press conference at the China Wrld
Hotel, Beijing, People’s Republic of China, 24 February
1997, Secretary Al bright addressed findings based upon
her “vigorous strategic dialogue” with Chinese | eaders
during her East Asian visit.

“First, it was agreed during Secretary
Chri stopher’s tinme that we would consult regularly on
non-proliferation and arns control issues..

Second, on human rights. As | have said before,
this is a signature elenent in Anerican foreign policy,
and a major issue in our relations with China...
expressed clearly our support for internationally
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recogni zed human rights, including the right to free
expression of political and religious beliefs.

Third, on trade. W have been pl eased by recent
progress on textiles and the enforcenent of
intellectual property rights..

Fourth, we had an extensive
di scussi on of Hong Kong, where the
United States has inportant
interests...W expect China to insure
a snooth transition under the 1984
joint declaration and to provi de Hong
Kong a hi gh degree of autonony and
preserve its way of life.

Fifth, we discussed the potential for increased
future cooperation between the US and China in
responding to what we call the new global threats...|aw
enforcenent, the denial of sanctuary to terrorists and
on a wde variety of environnental matters.

Finally, we discussed Taiwan. | nade clear the
continuity of our one-China policy...our strong
unofficial relations with the people of Taiwan and our
expectation that there will be a peaceful resolution of
t he Tai wan issue.

My visit here reaffirnmed
Anerica’ s commtnment to our
strategic dialogue with
Beijing. That dial ogue wll
not renove all differences in
our relationship, but it is
expandi ng areas of cooperation
and that serves the interests
of both countries and the
worl d.”
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3. ASEAN/APEC Foreign Policy

a. ASEAN (AH she uhn) The Associ ation of
Sout heast Asian Nations was fornmed in 1967 in response
to perceived wthdrawal of the United States fromthe
region and fears that a resurgent China (or Japan or
India) would fill the vacuum

ASEAN pronotes econom c, social, cultural and
security cooperation and devel opnent anong Sout heast
Asi a st ates.

Menmbers in 1995 were Brunei, |ndonesia, Ml aysia,
Phi |'i ppi nes, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam Mannmar
(Burma), Canbodi a and Laos becane “observers” in 1996,
|l eading to their full participation in 1997.

ASEAN is committed to establishing a zone of
peace, freedom and neutrality wthin the region. The
US- ASEAN rel ationship is a | ong-standi ng one of
di scussion and representation at annual neetings as a
“di al ogue partner.” Confidence-buil ding neasures for
menber states in the region, rather than binding
security arrangenents, is the scope.

b. APEC

The Asi a-Pacific Econom c
Cooperation Goup was founded as
a forumfor trade and investnent
cooperation between nations of
the Asia-Pacific region and the
rest of the world.

Headquartered in Singapore, 1995 nenbership
i ncluded Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, China, Hong
Kong, I ndonesia, Japan, Ml aysia, Mexico, New Zeal and,
Papua New Gui nea, Phili ppines, Singapore, South Korea,
Tai wan, Thailand and the United States.
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Accordi ng to Anbassador John S. Wl f, U S
Coordi nator for APEC, APEC serves as a tool to further
the followi ng specific foreign policy objectives.

Anchors the U S. as a leader within the Pacific
Compl enents bilateral efforts to open markets

Provides a forum for engagenent w th ot her
Asi an countries, including the Peoples Republic
of China, Taiwan (Chinese Taipei) and Hong Kong

O fers a broad scope for the U S. to share
positions on gl obal issues

Creates opportunities for U S. business

Il. American Perceptions of East Asia

Fi ve broad categories--cooperative engagenent;
denoni zing tendencies; mlitary concern; spiritua
confusion and affirmng heritage--identify broad
perspectives held towards East Asian cultures/religions
by segnents of the U. S. population. Wile not
i nclusive, these categories provide an initial tenplate
for further analysis.

1. Cooperative Engagement Econonic, political,
cultural, educational and diplomatic cooperation
continues to expand with East Asian nations. China
especially is the focus of such interchange.

Econom cally, the U S. inports roughly one third of al
Peopl es Republic of China exports. China is the sixth
| argest trading partner of the United States, with the
majority of those exports flow ng through Hong Kong.

Secretary Al bright outlined this cooperative
trend.

“Fromthe Bay area to Beijing, from New York to
Shanghai, we are visiting each other, studying with
each other, doing business with each other,
phi | osophi zing with each other and | earning from each
ot her .
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It is our peoples, even
nmore than our governnents, that
are bringing the old era of
mut ual isol ation and
m scomruni cation to a deci sive
and irreversible end.” (1997
Forrestal Lecture)

Such di plomatic and cul tural cooperation stens
froma realistic appraisal of China’ s position in the
worl d. Wen President Richard N xon visited China in
February, 1972, his pragnmatic assessnent of the world
initiated the historic contact with the Peopl es
Republic of China. President N xon wote his
i npressions of the week spent in China:

[We nust cultivate China
during the next few decades while

it is still learning to devel op
its national strength and
potential. Oherwise we will one

day be confronted with the nost
form dabl e eneny that has ever
existed in the history of the
world.” (The Menoirs of Richard
Ni xon, Volune II, p. 48.)

2. Demonizing Tendencies Wether pronpted by
fears for Hong Kong’s future, mlitary incursions into
Tai wan, the persecution of Christians and Ti betan
Buddhi st s, debates over Mst Favored Nation (MN)
economc tariff status, or a general “us” versus “thent
paradi gm sone Anericans denonize China. That is, they
portray her in an “all-or-nothing” negative |ight.

Such characteri zations--though bringing publicity and
awar eness to perceived injustices occurring in China--
may too readily |lead to confrontation.
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3. Military Concern

Ei ght of the ten largest armes of the world
currently are |located wthin the Asian-Pacific region.

According to sone anal ysts, the nost inportant
group within China with an antagonistic viewto the
United States is the mlitary. (See Sanmuel Hunti ngton,
The Clash of Cvilizations and the Renmaking of Wrld
Order, p. 223.)

Maj or Dana Dillon, Southeast Asia Foreign Area
O ficer working in the Ofice of the Deputy
Undersecretary of the Arny (International Affairs)
el aborates concerning this mlitary concern.

“Since the end of the Cold War, defense spending
has declined dramatically around the gl obe--except in
Asi a.

Aggravating the concern over rising Asian arns
purchases are the relations of the Association of
Sout heast Asian Nations (ASEAN) with its nei ghbors,
particularly China. Those relations are undergoing
dynam c and per haps destabilizing changes. Despite
China's potential threat to regional stability and the
ASEAN countries’ individual inability to defend agai nst
it, an underlying distrust anong ASEAN nenbers inhibits
all but rudinentary regional security agreenents.
Additionally, the countries of Southeast Asia are
concerned that escalating arns purchases could lead to
a regional arns race.” (“Contenporary Security
Chal | enges in Sout heast Asia,” Paraneters, Spring 1997,
p. 119.)
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4. Spiritual Confusion The “Asian Chal | enge”

enphasi zes the distinctives, differences, unifying
Confuci an heritage, and superiority of Asian culture to
that of the West. \Wen conbined with a general
suspicion of things different fromone’s own, this
chal l enge results in confusion of policy and inability
to understand. (See Huntington, pp. 102-104.)

Presi dent Franklin Del ano Roosevelt, possessing a
heritage with deep roots in China, wote of this
seemng inability to understand when he wote to a
friend in 1935,

“There are forces there [in China]
whi ch neither you not | understand,
but at least | know that they are
al nost i nconprehensible to us
Westerners. Do not |let so-called
facts or figures |ead you to believe
that any Western civilization’s action
can ever affect the people of China
very deeply.” (As quoted in Stilwell
and the Anerican Experience in China,
1911- 1945, by Barbara Tuchman, p.
249.)

Adding to this confusion
is a fear of anything Islamc,
a tendency magnified by recent
terrori st bonbings and nedi a
accounts. Muslins in Southeast
Asia particularly becone
stereotyped, offered as
scapegoats and receive the
brunt of threat-producing
rhetoric.

5. Affirming Heritage 1n 1995, sone four percent of
our U.S. popul ation was Asian or Pacific Islander, a

doubl i ng of that popul ation since 1980. Projections

| ooking to the year 2050 estinmate over el even percent
of us (Anerican citizens) will be Asian or Pacific

| sl ander. An appreciation of the Asian heritage, and
affirmation of Asian historical, cultural, religious

and world views is a positive result.
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lll. Perspectives Which May Hinder
Understanding

Dependi ng on our education/life experiences, faith
per suasi ons, or views on evangelism we reason
differently concerning the teachings and study of world
religions.

The foll owm ng American
religious/cultural views may inhibit our
perspectives of East Asian
religions/cultures.

1. Personal Faith Commitment For those who take
their faith seriously, there can be a hesitancy to
study other religions. Wrnings against involvenent in
di vergent faiths and phil osophi es; dangers of
incorporating elenments of other religions into one’s
own faith; limtations of tine and energy resources
considering the spiritual, evangelistic m ssion at

hand; or perceptions that those who study other
religions have a defective faith can inhibit our
under st andi ng.

2. Threat Theol ogi an Charles Kinball, |inguist and
negoti ator during the Iran hostage crisis, observes:
“CGenui ne awareness of religious diversity coupled with
the recognition that each of us occupies only one place
on a rather |arge spectrum..is unsettling.” For those
who are continually defensive and pol em cal, or who
possess a nomnal faith (or no faith at all),

devel oping a relationship with other belief systens can
beconme nenacing or intimdating.

3. Muddled Thinking Looking at other beli ef
systens, though rewarding and fulfilling, is often
hard, difficult work.
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We get out of study what we

put intoit. If we enploy
di sci plined, diligent thought, our
under st andi ng deepens. |If we

relax, “coast” or are lazy in our
efforts, confusion results.

4. Live and Let Live Generally, our Anerican cul ture
is extrenely tolerant. Individualismand freedomoften
spawn a broad- m ndedness bordering on perm ssiveness.
We don’t bother people if they don’'t bother us. W
nmust realize however, that in nost parts of the world,
aninosities and hatreds, cultivated over the centuries,
still influence religious/political activities.

5. The Golden Rule “Do unto others as you woul d
have others do unto you” is a cultural norm

We believe that if we treat people
decently, they will do the sanme to us
inreturn. For a variety of factors,
sonme religious factions ignore this
concept .

For many, the termreligion often connotes
concepts of |ove, harnony, and peace. |In sonme parts of
the world, this is not the case. Restraint becones a
good habit to acquire.

6. Forgive and Forget As evidenced in the Marshall
Plan after WWI1I, the rebuilding of Panama after
OQperation Just Cause, and steps taken to nornalize
relations with the Republic of North Vietnam Anericans
tend to forgive past antagoni sns once hostilities
cease. As seen in Bosnia and Chechnya today however,
this forgive/forget trait is not enbraced by al

nati ons and et hni c groups.
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IV. Helpful Values

The foll owm ng values assist in
fostering good rel ati ons between U. S.
mlitary personnel and practitioners of
the East Asian religions.

1. Respect Denonstrating civility is a hel pful
attribute when treating other religions. Consideration
for others, fair exposition of their views, an
“external and internal politeness” contribute to
under st andi ng.

Agreenment is not the issue. Rather, we can agree
to di sagree, being open, honest, and unafraid
concerning our differences. Wen we focus on
under st andi ng of one another, seeking to build
rel ati onshi ps and break down hostile walls, then the
risk for harmis | ow

Wites theol ogian Richard Mouw, “To be civil [is]
to care about the larger society. It [requires] a
heartfelt commtnent to your fellow citizens.

It [is] a wllingness to pronote the well-being of
peopl e who [are] very different, including people who
seriously [disagree] with you on inportant matters.”

(Uncommon Decency, pp. 12-13.)

2. Humility bservabl e reverence for others pronotes
respect and genuine friendliness. To quote Dr. Muw,
“[Alrrogant self-righteousness nmust have no place in
our hearts. |It’s one thing to believe that God's
revelation is the only sure and certain guide for our
journey; it’s another thing to act as if we ourselves
possessed a sure and certain grasp of all the
conplexities of revealed truth.” (Unconmon Decency, p.
166) .
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3. Care To denpbnstrate conpassion and care invol ves
seei ng people as people. W can treat others as
people, just as we are, with virtues and follies,
insights and Iimtations which give neaning to the
human condition. W can denonstrate courtesy not
because we know ot hers, but sinply because we see

ot hers as human beings |i ke oursel ves.

As Charles Kinball wites, noving beyond..

“the distorting veil of stereotypical imges and
nunbi ng prejudices [to] approach one anot her as human
bei ngs who care about famlies and societies” opens
“options for better relations and cooperative ventures”

between us. (Striving Together, p. 120.)

SR

“Wrk as a team”
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Vocabulary List: U.S. Relations--East Asian
Cultures

Albright, Madeleine K. united States’ Secretary of State
APEC Asi a-Pacific Econonic Cooperation G oup

ASEAN (AH she uhn) Association of Southeast Asian Nations
formed in 1967

Asia ChaIIenge Unwritten policy of enphasizing the
distinctives, differences, unifying Confucian heritage and
superiority of Asian culture to that of the West.

MFN Mst Favored Nati on.
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Review Quiz: U.S. Relations--East Asian Cultures

Part 1—-Mu|tip|e Choice piace the letter of
t he nost correct response in the space
provi ded.

1. Consi deration of others, fair exposition of their views
and politeness focusing on understandi ng descri be the hel pful
value of __ , the practice of which pronotes good relations

between U S. mlitary personnel and practitioners of East Asian
religions.

a. respect
b. confrontation
c. personal resolve

2 Humlity, an , pronotes

respect and genui ne friendliness.

a. observable, being treated as a doormat trait
b. observabl e reverence for others
c. observabl e sign of weakness and di sdain

3. Aut hor Charles Kinball wites that when we approach one
anot her as human bei ngs who care about famlies and societies, we
open options for bet ween separ at ed peopl es.

a. better relations
b. deceptive stereotypes
C. greater aninosities

4. abuse their religion to justify the violence
they commt.

a. Moder ates
b. Extremn sts
c. Pacifists
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5. St er eot ypi ng, and t hreat - produci ng

rhetoric often lead to anti-Islamc hysteria.

a. scapegoating (blamng all Miuslins for the m stakes or
crimes of sone)

b. dial oguing (interchanging and di scussi ng
i deas/ di f f erences)

c. educating

6. “The Sword of Islam” and “the Islam c Bonb” are

exanpl es of

a. nedi a headlines which distort perspectives of total
Muslimfaith and practice.

b. greater jihad.

c. unbiased thinking and objective reporting.

7. According to Secretary of State Madel ei ne Al bright, what

percentage of our foreign trade is done within the Asian-Pacific
regi on?

a. 20%

b. 40%

c. 70%
8. VWhat term best describes U S. foreign policy towards
Chi na?

a. isolation
b. engagenent

c. linkage
9. Western anal ysts are closely watching China s treatnent
of

a. Macau and Hai nan.

b. Hong Kong and Tai wan.

c. Hunan and Jilin.
10. What best descri bes ASEAN-US rel ati ons?

a. Establishing a zone of peace, freedom and neutrality
b. Binding security arrangenents
c. Confidence-buil di ng neasures
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Part 2--Matching

t he bl ank provi ded.

1. Muddl ed
t hi nki ng

2. Gol den Rul e

3. For gi ve and
f or get

4. Thr eat

5 Per sona
faith

6. Live and | et
live

The followi ng are
concepts which may inhibit American
perspectives on East Asian culture/religion.
Place the letter of the correct response in

A

For those who take their faith
seriously, there can be a hesitancy
to study other religions.

“Genui ne awar eness of religious
diversity coupled with the
recognition that each of us occupies
only one place on a rather |arge
spectrum..is unsettling.”

Looki ng at other belief systens,

t hough rewarding and fulfilling, is
often hard, difficult work. If we
relax, coast and are fitful in

our efforts, confusion results.

CGenerally, our Anmerican culture is
extrenely tolerant. Individualism
and freedom often spawn a broad-

m ndedness bordering on

per m ssi veness.

“Do unto others as you woul d have
others do unto you” is a cultura
norm W believe that if we treat
peopl e decently, they will do the
sanme to us in return. In sone parts
of the world, this is not the case.

As evidenced in the Marshall Pl an
after WWI11, the rebuilding of Panama
after Operation Just Cause, and steps
taken to normalize relations with the
Republic of North Vietnam Americans
tend to forgive past antagoni sns once
hostilities cease.
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Part 3--True/False pPlace a T or an Fin the
bl ank provi ded.

1. China is the sixth largest trading partner with the
US., with the magjority of her exports flow ng through
Hong Kong.

2. Since the end of the Cold War, defense spendi ng has

declined dramatically in Asian countries.

3. Eight of the world’s ten largest armes are located in
t he Asi an-Pacific region.

4. Responsi bl e estimates project by A D. 2050, over el even
percent of the Anerican population will be of Asian or
Pacific |slander heritage.

5 The “Asian Chal | enge” enphasi zes the superiority of
Asian culture to that of the West.

6. U S interests and foreign policy in the Asian-Pacific
region is multi-dinensional and reinforcing. It cannot

be reduced to separate, “stand al one” issues.

7. According to the Departnent of Arny Strategic
Assessnent, dealing with the countries of the forner
Soviet Union is the nost conpelling of the many conpl ex
chal l enges facing the U.S. and its allies.

8. U S foreign policy with China encourages exchanges with
Chi nese counterparts at all levels--fromdiplomatic to
educational to tourist.

9. Secretary of State Al bright expects great changes within
Chi nese politics follow ng the death of Deng Xi ao Ping.

10. Human rights remains a “signature elenment” in American
foreign policy with China.
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